When we talk about the
history of Vineland, | am
sure that most people
think of relatively recent
events such as the found-
ing of Vineland in 1861
or waves of immigra-
tion, such as the settling
of Vineland by Italians
from 1870 on. What we
often forget to think
about are the original
settlers, who were the
Indians and who had
been here for many cen-
turies before the white
man.

When the first European
settlers came here—the
Finns and Swedes —
they came mainly to
trade for furs. This was
a very profitable busi-
ness at the time. They
found that the number of
Indians in the area was
small and that they were
relatively peaceful.
They mostly lived near
streams for obvious rea-
sons. The influence of
the white man was disas-
trous to their way of life,
and by the time the Eng-
lish came here, the Indi-
ans were in definite de-
cline. The English came
to settle and actually
take over the land, and
that sounded the death
knell of the Indians of
this area.

When | was a kid in
Landisville, some of the
boys in my class who
came from farming
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families were involved
in doing the spring plant-
ing. They would actu-
ally handle the plough,
pulled by the horse.
They would walk along
the furrow and see the
dirt turned over at close
hand. Many times they
would come to school
with arrowhead that they
had found when they
were plowing. They
would put them in their
pocket and carry them
around, to show to us
“city folk.” Because of
this, I know that there
were Indians in the Lan-
disville area.

Well, Mr. Lee Schelder
has now brought to my
attention similar infor-
mation about Indian arti-
facts in this area only on
a much grander scale.
Mr. Schelder started to
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hunt for Indian arrow heads
when he was 5 or 6 years old
with his father Clarence
Schelder. His father taught him
what to look for. This was
around 1930. Later, Mr.
Schelder would do the same with
his children, and take them along
for these hunts.

Over the years Lee collected a
large amount of arrow heads,
and also an Indian pipe which he
had to glue together. He found
about 14 pieces after multiple
hunts and put them all together.
He also found an Indian mortal
and pestle used to grind corn.

He would often go rabbit hunt-
ing and would look for artifacts
when in the woods, but the spe-

cific places where he found his
collection included his Uncle’s
farm between Main and Brew-
ster Road, along Wheat Road
and Blackwater stream near Del-
sea Drive along to Mill Road.
He would search the area after it
had been ploughed. He also
searched at Indian Head and
where the Muddy Run and Mau-
rice River meet. He found some
items along Route 55 in areas
where ponds were dry. Other
areas included Kitchenburgers
and an old farm behind Repp’s
Sport Store on N. Delsea Drive.
And finally he found artifacts at
Wassinburger’s, an old home-
stead at West Ave. and Blackwa-
ter Stream.

| am sure there are others who
have had similar experiences
which prove that there were In-
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dians in the area, but this cer-
tainly documents actual loca-
tions where Indians had lived
before the white man!!

One last thing—one might won-
der how so many artifacts were
found if the number of Indians
was so small. Well, think about
it—if the Indians were here for
10,000 years before the white
man, and they would lose one
arrow head a day per square
mile, that would add up to 3,
650,000 arrow heads per square
mile. So, there are still a lot of
arrow heads out there, waiting to
be found!!
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We want to do out dog-gone
best to thank all the people
that contributed money to-
wards our activities during
the last year. The list is as
follows:

We think you

are great! '

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald & Linda Pack- loglio Mr. & Mrs. “Dee” Campanella
man Mr. & Mrs. Phil & Beth Bergamo Ms. Alice Rosenfeld

Dr. & Mrs. Kevin G. Barber Mr. Antonio Mennone Ms. Alma Sessa

Dr. Andrew S. Heller Mr. Bob Albrecht Sr. Ms. B. J. Giercyk

Dr. Caroline Amadeo Mr. Carl Biletta Ms. Beth Kocher

Dr. Donald Huston Mr. De Rossi & Son Co. Ms. Catherine Arpino

Dr. Dr. & Mrs. Michael DiOrio Mr. Donald Giacomone Ms. Christine Zion

Dr. Fazlollah Golestaneh Mr. Gaylord Evey Ms. Cornelia Getsinger
Dr. Frank DeMaio Mr. Jay H. Greenblatt Mr. & Mrs. Cy & Joyce Baltus
Dr. Inga Silberberg Mr. Jerome H. Irick Ms. Elloree Channels

Dr. John A. Pirolli Mr. John Makos Ms. Jeanne Doremus

Dr. Joseph Bernardini Mr. John Whilhelm Ms. Judith Stanger

Dr. Joseph D Wachspress Mr. Joseph Pustizzi, Jr. Ms. June Lang

Dr. Narasbmhaloo Venugopal Mr. Kevin Kirchner Ms. Linda Becker

Dr. Ralph Dauito Mr. Matt Fisher Ms. Linda M. Dechen

Dr. Seymour G. & Isabelle Mr. Matthew Jordan Ms. Maria Perez

Hyman Mr. Peter Di Stefano Ms. Mrs. Debra Favoretto
Dr. Steven Soloway Mr. Robert Zuest Ms. Nina Orlando

Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Eileen Hallis-  Mr. Ronald J. Angelo Ms. Patricia Howe

sey Mr. William Martini Ms. Pearl Giordano

Mr. & Mrs. Dante & Dorothy Mrs. Dolores Petalino Ms. Viola Negherbon
Giuliani Mrs. Joan Antonelli Stanker & Galetto

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald & Gloria Noto Mrs. Joanne Pettisani

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Santagata Mrs. Linda Schimmel

Mr. & Mrs. Louis & Mary Schad  Mrs. Mary Ribaudo
Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Karen Cifa-  Mrs. Rosanne Hughes
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