
When we talk about the 
history of Vineland, I am 
sure that most people 
think of relatively recent 
events such as the found-
ing of Vineland in 1861 
or  waves of immigra-
tion, such as the settling 
of Vineland by Italians 
from 1870 on.  What we 
often forget to think 
about are the original 
settlers, who were the 
Indians and who had 
been here for many cen-
turies before the white 
man. 
 

When the first European 
settlers came here—the 
Finns and Swedes —
they came mainly to 
trade for furs.  This was 
a very profitable busi-
ness at the time.  They 
found that the number of 
Indians in the area was 
small and that they were 
relatively peaceful.  
They mostly lived near 
streams for obvious rea-
sons.  The influence of 
the white man was disas-
trous to their way of life, 
and by the time the Eng-
lish came here, the Indi-
ans were in definite de-
cline.  The English came 
to settle and actually 
take over the land, and 
that sounded the death 
knell of the Indians of 
this area. 
 
When I was a kid in 
Landisville, some of the 
boys in my class who 
came from farming 

families were involved 
in doing the spring plant-
ing.  They would actu-
ally handle the plough, 
pulled by the horse.  
They would walk along 
the furrow and see the 
dirt turned over at close 
hand.  Many times they 
would come to school 
with arrowhead that they 
had found when they 
were plowing.  They 
would put them in their 
pocket and carry them 
around, to show to us 
“city folk.”  Because of 
this, I know that there 
were Indians in the Lan-
disville area. 
 
Well, Mr. Lee  Schelder 
has now brought to my 
attention similar infor-
mation about Indian arti-
facts in this area only on 
a much grander scale.  
Mr. Schelder started to 
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hunt for Indian arrow heads 
when he was 5 or 6 years old 
with his father Clarence 
Schelder.    His father taught him 
what to look for.  This was 
around 1930.  Later, Mr. 
Schelder would do the same with 
his children, and take them along 
for these hunts. 
 
Over the years Lee collected a 
large amount of arrow heads, 
and also an Indian pipe which he 
had to glue together.  He found 
about 14 pieces after multiple 
hunts and put them all together.  
He also found an Indian mortal 
and pestle used to grind corn. 
 
He would often go rabbit hunt-
ing and would look for artifacts 
when in the woods, but the spe-

cific places where he found his 
collection included his Uncle’s 
farm between Main and Brew-
ster Road, along Wheat Road 
and Blackwater stream near Del-
sea Drive along to Mill Road.  
He would search the area after it 
had been ploughed.  He also 
searched at Indian Head and 
where the Muddy Run and Mau-
rice River meet.  He found some 
items along Route 55 in areas 
where ponds were dry.  Other 
areas included Kitchenburgers 
and an old farm behind Repp’s 
Sport Store on N. Delsea Drive.  
And finally he found artifacts at 
Wassinburger’s, an old home-
stead at West Ave. and Blackwa-
ter Stream. 
 
I am sure there are others who 
have had similar experiences 
which prove that there were In-

dians in the area, but this cer-
tainly documents actual loca-
tions where Indians had lived 
before the white man!! 
 
One last thing—one might won-
der how so many artifacts were 
found if the number of Indians 
was so small.  Well, think about 
it—if the Indians were here for 
10,000 years before the white 
man, and they would lose one 
arrow head a day per square 
mile, that would add up to 3, 
650,000 arrow heads per square 
mile.  So, there are still a lot of 
arrow heads out there, waiting to 
be found!! 
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We want to do out dog-gone 
best to thank all the people 
that contributed money to-
wards our  activities during 
the last year.  The list is as 
follows: 

We think you         

are great!! 
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  Name: ______________________________ 
 
  ADDRESS: _________________________   
 
  CITY :__________________ STATE: _____ 
 
  ZIP:. _______ PHONE: ________________ 
 
  Mail to:  Friends of Historic Vineland 
       C/O  Frank De Maio, M.D. 
   1047 Almond St. 
   Vineland, NJ  08360 

                DO YOU WANT TO JOIN?? 
                        TO BE A MEMBER 
 
 BENEFACTOR…………… ………$100 
 SPONSOR…………………………..$50 
 FAMILY…………………………….$35 
 INDIVIDUAL……………………….$30 
 STUDENT……………………… ….$5 
 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE: 
“FRIENDS OF HISTORIC VINELAND”   
The Friends have no connections with the Vineland  

 Historical Society or any other society! 


